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Presidential Address 
 

I begin by acknowledging the Noongar people on whose land we are 
meeting, and pay my respects to their elders, past present and 
emerging. 

 

This has not been a usual year. 

Covid 19 

Although the spotlight has been on China there is some evidence that 
the precursor virus was found in France and Italy prior to the first 
people falling ill in Wuhan in late December. I am not sure world 
governments or populations quite appreciated how much social and 
economic life would change as a result of this highly infectious disease. 
Just to give you one example, and you will be aware of many others: 
You may have seen a moving TV documentary a month or so ago in 
sub Saharan Africa where the Covid disruption to the supply chain 
meant pesticides were not able to reach an enormous region suffering 
from a plague of locusts on a biblical scale, thereby preventing 
effective aerial spraying. The size of this plague has not been seen in 
70 years in Kenya. The African farmers, their families and the local 
volunteers who helped identify where the locusts were swarming 
were all Covid free but they were rendered powerless as they watched 
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their only source of food and income being literally eaten away in front 
of them, fearing starvation, death and further crippling poverty as a 
result. A swarm of 80 million locusts can chew through paw paws, 
mangoes, avocados, cereal crops, etc. and consume the same amount 
of food per day as 35,000 people would eat, that’s about the 
population of Albany. 
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As a diocese we issued our first Covid Communique on 18 March and 
events changed so quickly that we had added 12 more by the 27 June.  

 

The Clergy Retreat, Chrism Eucharist, Holy Week and Easter services, 
Lady Day, the Mission to Seafarers, our Anglican schools, Prisons and 
all our Op shops were all eventually stopped, closed, cancelled or 
impacted in some way. General Synod and the Lambeth Conference 
were postponed, probably both now for at least two years. The 
planned Cursillo and the Lay Retreat had to be cancelled and we were 
not sure if we would be able to hold Synod this year. Perth normally 
hold their Synod about now but cannot do so because the Stage 4 
restrictions means no venue is both big enough and affordable for 
their 400 delegates, and the Diocese of the Northern Territory have 
just had a Zoom Synod. It lasted 3 and a half hours! 

The immediate loss of income from our Op Shops and from direct 
plate giving, let alone Hall Hire and other fees was so great I had to 
write to all our stipended clergy and paid staff on 25 March indicating 
we would need to reduce everyone’s hours and therefore pay by 50% 
if we were to avoid losing posts. The Federal government’s Jobkeeper 
plan and Cashflow boost prevented this from having to occur. As 
parishes and a diocese we have been beneficiaries of this 
extraordinary Federal government intervention. 
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What happened next was nothing short of amazing. Clergy and laity 
set about being innovative in recording and live-streaming worship, 
aided in part by the new diocesan website Marcus Baker and 
Archdeacon Julie had created. I recall trying to get a signal on the 
highest point in Bunbury at 6am on Easter morning because David 
Swain had carefully set up a link for farmers to hold a Dawn Service 
together in Southern Forests. It was a patchy but very precious 
connection and service. Parishes began to ring round church members 
and others to check they were ok, the Missions to Seafarers adapted 
to providing special packages for sailors not able to land. Boniface 
Care continued to provide Emergency Relief right across our region 
and found new people were needing help who had never done so 
previously.  
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The schools developed online resources and blended learning and 
Georgiana Molloy school began a “Helping Hands” program to support 
those doing it especially tough, the prison chaplains needed to 
minister to a situation where prisoners could not have other visitors, 
and people responded to the request to change plate giving into 
regular direct bank giving. Churches like Denmark provided pew 
sheets and books to read in their porch. The diocesan office staff 
decamped and seemingly seamlessly worked from home. 
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From 15 May we were able to re-open churches and Op shops but no 
more than 20 could attend with 4 sq. metres per person. From 6 June 
we were allowed to have up to 100 people so long as there were 2 sq. 
metres per person. People carefully followed the unfamiliar new 
guidelines: using sanitiser, recording who was present, distancing 
seating, holding extra services to allow more to worship, cleaning 
surfaces regularly, partaking Holy Communion in one kind only, and 
you have continued to do this for a number of months. 

 

It has been challenging because we are not able to do some of the 
things we are so accustomed that enrich our lives; no longer shaking 
hands, hugging, taking Holy Communion in both kinds. Social or 
physical distancing suddenly became the necessary order of the day. 
The restrictions on numbers and on travel fell particularly hard on 
weddings and funerals, and those with loved ones inter-State or 
abroad, or in Aged Care and hospital. 
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It has been an interesting time. Clergy and laity have developed a 
whole new set of skills in recording, lighting, editing and livestreaming, 
not to mention Zooming, Microsoft Teams, and Social Media. Some 
clergy spouses were pressed into service to ensure equipment was 
online and in synch and because often they were the only ones who 
could also attend. Revd Cheryl’s husband spent hours helping older 
folk to be able to use their laptops and smart phones. Revd Geoff 
learned how to counteract the Year 9’s muting him in online classes. 
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Suddenly more people were accessing services online than attending 
church before Covid struck.  

Revd James at Pinjarra was attracting international hits from America 
to Japan. Importantly, some folk from the Eastern half of our diocese 
were able to access regular worship online. Someone suggested that 
more change had occurred in one month than might have occurred in 
a number of years. Inevitably this level of change can be quite tiring, 
not to mention daunting. Being online has an impact on how we 
worship and how many people we can reach. Ian Mabey is looking at 
coordinating our online offerings. 

 

It has also forced us to examine our assumptions and consider our 
priorities. Early on we adopted a cartoon picture with a powerful 
truth: The building is closed but the church is open – what is church? 
It is to do with people and our connection with God. Can we be church 
when we cannot physically meet? We will pick this up when we 
consider the Diocesan Strategic Plan tomorrow. 
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At the time I wrote in one of the Covid Communiques: “This is a time 
of great anxiety. The uncertainty and fear are as contagious as the 
virus itself. As Christians we have much to offer in being calm, caring 
and Christlike, and gently pointing people to God and God’s love, 
providence and eternal plan for all people. We could also, for example, 
use our noticeboards to send messages of hope or encouragement or 
appropriate humour. Prayer chains, and pastoral calls by phone for 
those who are isolated and frightened, and checking if people need 
supplies or food delivered are all ways that lay people, as well as 
clergy, can assist.” St. Saviour’s, Boyup Brook, faced with the church 
being closed offered the chance for local people to pray using a tree 
outside. Anne Ritson wrote to me on Tuesday this week to say the Tree 
of Prayer has now been repurposed as a Tree of Hope! 
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The instruction from the WA Health Department and Government not 
to use a Common Cup for Holy Communion and the Primate’s decision 
to celebrate Holy Communion in only one kind has led to 
consideration of the 39 Articles and debates about Communion here 
in Australia probably not seen in the Church since the time of the 
Reformation. 

It was a source of joy last week when the Dean, for the first time, was 
able to conduct a Holy Communion service on board a ship in Bunbury 
harbour, at the request of the captain, and with permission from the 
Border Force but, of course, in full PPE. 
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You will have noticed from Canon Bill’s report on Kapsabet that there 
you could not attend church for a time if you were over 58 or under 
13 with again a maximum of 100. Imagine what would happen here 
with such a stipulation? 

 

We have been very fortunate with our ability to worship together for 
as long as we have. Only now are some churches resuming in Sydney 
diocese and regional Victoria after 6 months of closure. We are able 
to sing, unlike churches in the UK. This could all change. We could be 
back to where we were and we need to be prepared for this. 
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I was delighted when the Revd Rose rang up and said the Ladies Guild 
at St, Mary’s were offering to make Face masks for people in 
Melbourne. The diocese of Melbourne is sharing them among 
Anglicare clients, and the first 120 have just been dispatched.  

 

What else has been happening? 

A year ago I noted we were waiting for the result of the Professional 
Standards investigation into Revd Kuzie. A Hearing was finally held on 
27 August just gone and we are still waiting to hear the outcome 
recommendation. 

This time last year Eric, the campsite manager, and Sam and their 
daughters joined us at the Synod dinner and had a night in a hotel 
partly to receive a Bishop’s Award and partly because their home, 
which desperately needed it, was being renovated. The work was 
completed in early December and you will see how pleased they are 
with the result in Eric’s report. 
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In November Revd Justine Richmond was deaconed and Revd Paul 
Bartley priested. 

 

We re-launched the Foundation for Ministry Fund on Christ the King 
Sunday, 24 November. You will have seen the results in the Dreaming 
and Planning booklet, and we committed to explaining how the funds 
are spent at the end of November this year. 

15 December saw the re-consecration of St. Mark’s, Picton following 
its refurbishment subsequent to the fire which damaged part of the 
building. This church occupies particular significance as the oldest in 
our diocese and the second oldest in WA, completed in 1842 by the 
Rev John Wollaston and his sons, and with a stone in the graveyard 
commemorating his life and work. The restoration attracted an award 
for Excellence in heritage building design and conservation from 
Bunbury City Council. 
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St. Mary’s Busselton had been without a priest in charge for some time 
when retired Archdeacon David Thornton-Wakeford rocked up with 
his wife from Adelaide and helped out for some three or four months, 
including the Christmas services. His ministry was greatly appreciated 
and took some much needed weight off of Rosemary, Mary and Roger, 
the Wardens. 

Neville and his team completed the substantial move of Bonnie’s Op 
Shop from the old Walker Hall to new premises in Bunbury, which, 
Covid excepted, has proved to be a considerable success. 
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Just before Christmas, the new Diocesan office was almost completed 
and we began the task of moving 54 years of accumulated records and 
equipment from the old office to the new. Both Bishops David and 
Allan had hoped to have seen this new office built. Suddenly, we had 
parking, disabled access, hot water, a photocopier on the same floor, 
effective cooling in summer and heating in winter and a room large 
enough for Bishop in Council to meet in, not to mention all manner of 
other meetings and Ordination training. The design was based on an 
idea of Bishop Allan’s that it would look “human-scale”. Alice the 
Architect, Challis builders and Cheryl worked incredibly hard to ensure 
it was completed successfully on budget and ahead of schedule. It was 
officially opened by Archbishop Kay on 20 February and has been 
entered for an Award. 
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If you had not seen it before, I hope you were able to pop in either 
yesterday or earlier today. We are currently looking at the possibility 
that Anglicare might build a dedicated office on the site of the old 
diocesan office and Walker Hall, similar to the connection we have 
with them on our sites in Albany and Busselton. 

The Dean took long service leave after Christmas and made it to St. 
Boniface, the Cathedral’s namesake church in England but his plans to 
visit Israel were put on hold by Covid 19 and he returned early. 
Meanwhile, the Fires had been raging over East and Canon Carol 
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Morgan, standing in for the Dean, with the Revd Sue Kemp and Sue 
Kalab, organised a service of prayer in the Cathedral for those who 
were suffering, attended by the Mayor, Firies, Police and the public. 
Canon Carol’s greatest fear, however, was not realised. 

  

Namely that the Queen might die on Carol’s watch, since this would 
have necessitated holding a further special service in the Cathedral. 

As one of the first dioceses in the country to adopt Safe Church 
measures we were also named in the first tranche of four dioceses to 
be audited nationally for our Safe Church procedures. This has 
entailed additional and meticulous work by Lucy and Tiff. We were 
due to hear the results in April but partly due to Covid, we now expect 
the report in November. 

A number of clergy have been hospitalised or unwell for periods of 
time this year: Revd’s Kevin Hall, Rodger Bull, Lynda Myres, Sarah 
MacPherson, Canons George Harvey and Karon Austin, Esther Leach, 
Denis Caporn and Paul Bartley. 

Revd Mary Esslemont has increasingly needed to care for Iain with 
dementia – she is driving back to Margaret River this evening and 
returning tomorrow just in order to keep an eye on him.  
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Lake Grace and Corrigin have lost some key members who have either 
passed away or moved to Aged Care elsewhere. Indeed a number of 
churches and the Mother’s Union have lost faithful members during 
this time, not from Covid. This fell, as I have mentioned, quite hard 
when numbers were limited at funerals.  

Among their number was Judith Newing, The Ven Brian’s wife. Most 
recently, we mourned the death of Jeff Parker, Warden at Manjimup, 
the designer of the Lawrence House Hall at Kojonup and member of 
this Synod, and Robert Lewin, John and Eleanor’s son. I would like to 
pay tribute to David Swain his fellow warden for all the work he has 
done in Karon’s absence to keep services and bible study running in 
Southern Forests. I would also like to pay tribute to Jean Beard the 
previous Mothers Union President who has moved north with her 
husband for all she contributed to the Mothers Union and to the 
Diocese. 

Revd Noel changed his retirement plans and has carried on this year 
part-time as chaplain at Freddie’s. Revd Lynda Myres has begun a part-
time locum at Collie, where Charlie is now working. Revd Graeme 
Weaver retired from Capel and Revd Terry O’Neill from Boyup Brook. 
Revd Rose arrived from Perth to become the new Priest in Charge of 
St. Mary’s, Busselton. Revd Dennis retired due to ill-health but with 
his recovery he is about to resume some diaconal duties. The Revd 
Mavis Tyler came out of retirement to take on Boyanup, Dardanup, 
Ferguson Valley and Capel. Revd Carol Reid has kindly returned to 
Boyup Brook.1 

 
1 "I omitted to mention the Revd Sue Lodge-Calvert also came out of retirement and has 
proved an invaluable help to Southern Ranges parish." 
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Canon Bill and the Singleton Op shop team moved their Op shop to 
new premises. 

We have been vicariously engaged in an extended tender process for 
prison chaplaincy across WA not knowing if the Council of Churches 
would be regarded as a preferred provider, or whether a secular body 
would win the tender. Both Prison Supervisors spoke highly of the 
work of Ven Brian Newing and Revd John Jones and in a previously 
unheard of development, even prisoners had written to the Auditor 
General requesting more resources for the chaplains. John had picked 
up an extra day in Albany and we were also negotiating extra time for 
Brian and for the Revd Sue Kemp, who is testing a vocation to prison 
chaplaincy alongside her Cathedral duties. In the event, the Council of 
Churches and our chaplains have been awarded a 5-year contract of 
four days a week in Bunbury and Albany prisons, starting today. 
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This year we have had two very special people retire from office as 
Trustees and Bishop in Council members - Mrs Phyll Winchcombe and 
the Hon Murray Montgomery, for their dedication and wise counsel. 
Between them they have given decades of service to this diocese. In 
Murray’s case that all began when Chancellor Kevin invited him to join 
Trustees, what a valuable thing to do! Mrs Rosemary Cussons and Mr 
Peter Fitzgibbon, Wardens at St. Mary’s, Busselton and St. John’s 
Albany, respectively, have been appointed as Lay members of 
Trustees but under our rules are up for election at this Synod. 
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I need to make mention of the Revd Dr Lucy Morris who believed God 
was calling her to the vacancy in Dunsborough. Because of Covid and 
the needs of the parish, Lucy began a month earlier than intended in 
mid-March, combined her Diocesan Secretary role with her new 
parish responsibilities until the end of April and could not have her 
Service of Recognition until 24 July. 

  
 
In her role as Diocesan Secretary Lucy has overseen the development 
of our Safe Ministry protocols and training, has written and amended 
multiple policies, has set a new benchmark for agenda and minutes at 
Bishop in Council, Trustees, Ordination Council and Boniface Care and 
contributed enormously to our Governance as a diocese.  

Now she is no longer Diocesan Secretary she can Chair our Diocesan 
Safe Ministry Authority and has already recruited a team to assist her 
with this. With Dunsborough as well as Busselton’ clergy vacancies 
filled, Blackwood Deanery at long last has sufficient clergy to be able 
to ask clergy there who would be their Area Dean and Lucy was 
nominated. 
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We cannot afford to replace Lucy as Diocesan Secretary and we cannot 
not have a Diocesan Secretary so I was very pleased that Steve was 
willing to renew this role on top of his Registrar duties. 

On Saturday 6 February next year I propose to ordain the Revd Justine 
Richmond as Priest and Leon Durrant as Deacon. We have moved the 
service back from 21 November when it was due to take place and it 
is envisaged that February may become our more usual date for 
ordinations, Covid permitting. 

Insurance 

Huge hit up 135% extra with little notice at the end of last year. The 
diocese paid the difference but we gave notice that parishes would 
need to put aside additional funds for later this year. Steve and Cheryl 
have conducted an enormous exercise to detail all our properties – 
some 77 churches, and 98 rectories and other buildings to try and 
reduce the impact of a further likely rise in costs again this year. We 
have also looked at whether we could find alternative brokers directly, 
and considered whether we should insure at all, because some other 
dioceses can no longer afford to do so. AIRS, our present insurers have 
described the level of detail as the greatest they have ever had, so 
thank you to all who have assisted with this significant undertaking. 
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Kapsabet 

I was due to meet Bishop Paul and Mme Seline at Lambeth Conference 
in July and Canon Bill and Helen would have been in Kapsabet now.  

This has not been possible. Canon Bill and I have been keeping up 
correspondence with Bishop Paul. You will see from Canon Bill’s report 
that our 3 year agreement is due to end this year so we need to 
consider what will happen next. 
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Code of Conduct 

Following last Synod Bishop in Council undertook to re-look at our 
Code of Conduct. I am indebted to Elisabeth Pellicaan, Susan Davies, 
Canon Linley, and Revd James who re-examined this, entirely by Zoom 
meeting and email.  

We have deliberately not brought it back to Synod for discussion this 
time because we are on tighter timetable but it is available for you to 
look at and send comments in about and we will take all this feedback 
into account at the next Bishop in Council meeting. 

 

Cathedral Hall 

One of the most difficult and painful decisions that the Trustees took 
this year was firstly to postpone the start of the build of the new 
Cathedral Hall and later say we could no longer offer the $400,000 
promised in the exchange for the old Walker Hall. The Trustees were 
mindful this project has been on the drawing board for 20 years, the 
Cathedral had the Heritage and DA approval, and with the exception 
of a gap of about $20,000 - $24,000 finally had all the funds needed 
with that $400,000. A combination however of the Covid disruption to 
Op shop income, that gap, the substantial reduction in the Bishop Hale 
funding, reductions in dividends and interest and uncertain 
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expenditure commitments all meant the Trustees could no longer 
responsibly commit the $400,000 at the moment.  

Instead The Trustees offered to re-examine the situation in December, 
or underwrite the Cathedral if they took responsibility for repaying an 
ADF loan and the Trustees were able to help pay if off sooner. 

 

Some other matters of note 

We have a new Primate in the Archbishop of Adelaide, the Most 
Reverend Geoffrey Smith, after Archbishop Philip Freier completed his 
possible term of office earlier than expected. 

The Black Lives Matter campaign which started in the USA, as a result 
of the shooting of unarmed black people led to Bishop Chris, the 
Bishop for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, writing of his concern 
about racism in the Anglican church in Australia. 

We are waiting on a decision from the Appellate Tribunal on the 
matter of whether Wangaratta diocese were able to institute a service 
for the blessing of civil services which would include same sex 
marriages.  

The first ever Episcopal Standards Board is being convened on 26 
October to resolve questions from the Episcopal Standards 
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Commission in respect of Mr Roger Herft, the former Archbishop of 
Perth. I am one of the two Bishops on that Board. You are likely to see 
some coverage of this in the West Australian. 

The Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill passed in the WA legislature and will 
enable people to take this route from mid-2021. 

Mandatory Reporting and Reportable Conduct legislation is also likely 
to pass in WA. Mandatory Reporting will be the first cab off the rank 
and will affect all clergy and Licensed Lay Ministers and we will be 
providing training for this. 

The Royal Commission recommended that all clergy and some lay 
people should have professional supervision, professional 
development and annual appraisals. The legislation was held up going 
to General Synod and General Synod did not happen anyway. It is 
likely instead that dioceses will be given some guidelines on how to do 
this. Our own Bishop’s Ministry Advisory Council recommended that 
we should not wait to begin this process and elected to work on it at 
the Clergy Conference in November. We have also been chosen by the 
Australian Anglican Church to be a guinea pig for trying this out. 
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