Parish Profile – Kojonup and Katanning
Thank you for your interest in applying for the role of Priest in Charge of the parishes of Kojonup and
Katanning. This vacancy has arisen due to the retirement of the incumbent priest after a successful
10-year ministry. This document is designed to give you some information about the parishes and
the role for you to pray on and think about as you discern if this is the place God might be calling you
to serve. It is impossible to cover everything here, so if you have any further questions you are
invited to contact Archdeacon Julie Baker in the first instance at archdeacon@bunbury.org.au

2 Parishes, 1 Priest
In this profile you will see that there are 2 separate parishes which work together to support the
ministry of 1 priest. This structure has been in place for some considerable time and there seem to
be no immediate reasons to change that. Each of the parishes contributes 50% of the support
towards stipend and expenses and the Priest in Charge shared their time between the 2 parishes.
Each of the parishes has a rectory, the Priest in Charge has been living in the Kojonup rectory, a
comfortable 3 bedroom detached home on the church block and the Katanning rectory has been
rented out with the rental income contributing to the resourcing of ministry. Each parish functions
independently in terms of parish council, synod representation and finances but there is a high level
of co-operation between the 2 which is a testament to the success of this ministry arrangement and
the work of the lay and ordained leaders in their commitment to one another. The parishes follow
traditional Anglican patterns of worship with Sunday Eucharists in both main centres and mid-week
prayer and worship opportunities across the parishes.

Kojonup parish
St Mary’s Parish Church and Rectory,
Kojonup, is situated along the Albany
Highway (+- half way between Perth and
Albany). The parish has two church buildings
(one built in 1911 and the other in 1957),
one Rectory, as well as the Boniface Care –
Lawrence House Centre (2019) – Multipurpose building.
Parish Council is made up of 2 Wardens and
5 Councillors (which include the Secretary,
the Treasurer, and the Safe Church Contact) and the Priest in Charge. There is a deacon in the parish
who holds a PTO and contributes to worship at St Mary’s, there are 3 LLMs along with a team of
readers and intercessors, 2 sacristans and 4 Musicians (both organists – one guitarist).

St Mary’s Church,
Kojonup

Katanning Parish
St Andrew’s Parish Church is
situated in the centre of the town
of Katanning, (east of Kojonup).
There are 3 other church buildings
affiliated to St Andrew’s:
•
St Elizabeth’s, Broomehill,
(used +- twice a year by MU
Katanning group / also on a 5th
Sunday when the congregations of
Katanning and Kojonup meet for combined worship)
St Peter’s Pindellup, (used +- twice a year by MU / also once a year for Holy Communion and
once a year for Christmas Carols in the Bush)
• St Peter’s Badgebup, (used +- twice a year by MU/ also once a year for Holy Communion and
every November for a Service of Remembrance due to the church having been built in
memory of a young man (and a few others) from the area going to WW1 and not returning).
Parish Council is made up of 3 Wardens, 4 Councillors (one of which is the Parish Secretary and the
Treasurer and another as Safe Church Contact Person) and the Priest in Charge.
•

There are 3 LLMs and one Altar Server, a team of readers and intercessors along with a sacristan.
Sadly no local musician at present, (An organist from Kojonup sometimes helps out).

St Andrew’s
Church,
Katanning

Kojonup context
The Parish serves town residents as well as the
local farming community in and around Kojonup.
The Church is located on the main highway
midway between Perth and Albany and as such
regularly receives drop in visitors.
The parish serves children of ‘families in need’
through offering ER funding via the local school for
uniforms, stationery, shoes, camp fees etc. Food
Hampers packed periodically from IGA donations for people in need
All of the Kojonup buildings are co-located on one block in between Spring Street and Church
Avenue. The original St Mary’s Church (built 1911) is in process of refurbishment. (Roof being
repainted and entrance area repaired and repainted).

The current St Mary’s Church (built 1957 with stone quarried from local farm) is currently in good
condition. Due to the geographic centrality of this church in the Bunbury diocese, St Mary’s is usually
the location for the annual Chrism Eucharist as it is accessible from the rest of the diocese. The
Rectory is in good condition and provides a comfortable home in the town close to all amenities. The
Boniface Care -Lawrence House (BC-LH) Centre is in excellent condition (completed in 2019). This
multi-purpose hall is used by the parish, the diocese and Boniface Care (the Bunbury Diocese
Anglicare entity) and is also available for community hire.

Katanning context
The parish serves farming families
within the Katanning, Nyabing,
Broomehill, and Woodanilling Shire
Boundaries and most worshippers are
local residents of the towns of
Katanning and Broomehill. There are a
mix of cultures in town (Refugees often
sent to Katanning for a few months.
Migrant workers sent to work at the
Meat Works WAMCO).
We serve the children of ‘families in need’ through offering ER funding via the local schools for
uniforms, stationery, shoes, camp and outing fees etc.
The Parish Buildings are much loved and in need of ongoing maintenance and repair. Parish financial
resources are stretched!
The Katanning Church and Parish Hall are the buildings most used and they are co-located on the
corner of Arbour Street and Aberdeen Street.

Outreach and Mission
In both parishes there is an active ministry in outreach using the available resources and the gifts of
the people. Services are regularly conducted in aged care facilities, active ecumenical relationships
exist which allow for larger scale services to take place at Christmas and Easter and there are a
number of social initiatives underway or planned in the parishes to encourage people to meet
together and grow community connections.
The covid-19 restrictions brought about some technological initiatives in the parishes with the
creation of a Facebook page for each parish allowing the Priest in Charge to keep in touch with those
who were isolated physically but able to access the internet. There is certainly more which could be
done in this area, but some foundations have been laid.

Challenges
Every parish faces challenges of one kind or another and it is only right to share some of the issues
with any prospective incumbent. In terms of both parishes, there is an aging demographic, not
entirely unique to these places, but notable, nevertheless and decreasing the pool of able volunteers
to keep ministries going. There is a yearning to attract and minister to more families and young
people across both parishes. This is felt particularly acutely in Kojonup where the new BC-LH
building has been specifically equipped for child focussed ministry but that hasn’t yet taken off as
envisioned. There are also the day to day challenges of parish life – finances, safe church, but largely

these are well functioning parishes with dedicated volunteers doing their best to live our the Gospel
in their context.

Conclusion
The parishes of Kojonup and Katanning will be vacant from April 2022 so if you think you have a
heart for God’s people in rural towns perhaps this is an opportunity to test God’s call on your life at
the moment. The position as listed here comes with a full stipend, rectory in good condition and a
parish car. There are supportive and competent lay leaders in each of the parishes waiting to
welcome you into their communities and there are endless opportunities to share God’s love with
locals and visitors alike in these bustling rural towns. We look forward to meeting whoever God has
planned to send to us so that we can walk together into the next chapter of our ministry journey in
these places.
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