
 

D:\Parish Handbook 2017\Chapter 4 Ministry Life\Occasional Services - Marriage  26Sept17.docx 

Pa
ge

1 

OCCASIONAL SERVICES - MARRIAGE 
 

As Christians we believe marriage is a holy institution given to us by God for God’s blessing upon 
us.  The Anglican Church of Australia has three Canons which are operative in this Diocese in 
relation to marriage:   
 

• The Solemnisation of  Matrimony Canon 1981;  
• Matrimony (Prohibited Relationships) Canon 1981; and  
• Marriage of Divorced Persons Canon 1981. 

 
Every marriage that is conducted to the rites of our Church must conform to the laws of the land 
and a priest is only able to officiate at a wedding if they are registered as an authorised celebrant.  
In addition to any requirements by the law of the state there are a number of other requirements 
according to the Canons of our Church.  They are as follows:- 
 
(i)  At least one of the parties to be married must have been baptised. 

 
(ii) The marriage must take place in a Church, Chapel or a Church building licensed by the 

Bishop, unless the Bishop gives express permission for the marriage to take place 
elsewhere. 

 
(iii) The requirements of the Prohibited Relationships Canon must be taken into account when 

arranging marriages.  (See attachment – as listed in index.) 
 
(iv) Marriage Preparation must be undertaken. 
 
The Prohibited Relationships Canon is broader in its scope than the Prohibited Relationships 
indicated by the Commonwealth legislation.   
 
The third Canon relating to marriage deals with the marriage of divorced persons.  The discipline 
of our Church does not permit divorced persons to be married according to the rites of the Church 
except where the consent of the Bishop has been furnished in writing to the proposed celebrant.     
     

                          Matrimony (Prohibited Relationships) Canon 1981   
The Schedule 
The following relationships between a man and a woman is prohibited who is or has been his:  

mother  
daughter  
father's mother 
mother's mother 
son's daughter  
daughter's daughter  
sister 
wife's mother  
wife's daughter  
father's wife  
son's wife  
father's father's wife 
mother's father's wife  
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wife's father's mother  
wife's mother's mother  
wife's daughter's daughter  
wife's son's daughter  
son's son's wife  
daughter's son's wife  
father's sister  
mother's sister  
brother's daughter  
sister's daughter 
 

The following relationships between a woman and a man is prohibited who is or has been her: 

father 
son 
father's father 
mother's father 
son's son 
daughter's son 
brother 
husband's father 
husband's son 
mother's husband 
daughter's husband 
father's mother's husband 
mother's mother's husband  
husband's father's father  
husband's mother's father  
husband's son's son  
husband's daughter's son  
son's daughter's husband  
daughter's daughter's husband  
father's brother  
mother's brother  
brother's son  
sister's son 
 
 



 

D:\Parish Handbook 2017\Chapter 4 Ministry Life\Occasional Services - Marriage  26Sept17.docx 

Pa
ge

3 

A Rite to Acknowledge the Ending of a Marriage 

 
1. Preamble 

 a) This rite may be used for those who have experienced a divorce and feel a sense of 
unfinished business with God.  It is offered to enable the past to be left behind and 
to place the future in God’s hands.  The scriptural authority for the use of this Service 
is Matthew 16.19. 

b) Before the Service is considered the priest must ensure: 

• the divorce decree has become absolute 
• appropriate pastoral counselling has taken place, and 
• any responsibilities incurred in the previous relationship (especially in relation to 

children) are being fulfilled. 
 

c) This rite would usually be used within the context of a Eucharist and is more suitable 
for private rather than public use, with a small number of family and friends or by 
itself, with a larger congregation or without. 

d) Suitable readings include Romans 8.31-39; suitable Gospel Readings are Matthew 
11.28-30, Luke 15.11-24, John 4.7-15 and John 6.25-34.  Suitable psalms are 4. 67 
and 130. 

The Rite 

See A Pastoral Handbook for Anglicans, copy available from the Diocesan Office. 

 
Weddings In Places Other Than Churches 

From time to time the Bishop is asked to give their consent for a marriage to be solemnised 
outside a church building.  According to the Solemnisation of Matrimony Canon 1981 of the 
Anglican Church of Australia, matrimony shall not be solemnised according to the rites of our 
church except in a church or chapel, unless the Bishop gives express permission for the marriage 
to take place somewhere else. 

When a Priest requests consent, the Bishop will give it if the priest believes that this is the 
appropriate pastoral response to a marriage request.  If a wedding is to take place outside a 
church building then the following matters should be attended to: 

1. If possible provisions should be made for moving indoors in the event of inclement weather. 
 

2. There should be a M.C. who will call the assembled group to order before the marriage 
ceremony begins. 

 
3. The officiant should have control over the proceedings and it must be clear that people are 

gathering for a religious service. 
 
4. If more than thirty people are present amplification may be needed. 
 
5. A table of suitable height should be provided for the signing of the documents. A cross and 
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candles should be placed on the table. 
 
6. During the signing of the documents a singer or some other presentation will be helpful to 

maintain a spirit of devotion. 
 
7. There should be a rehearsal with the bridal party so that all members of the party will know 

exactly what is going to happen. 
 
8. Two or three people should be requested to see that quietness and order is maintained during 

the ceremony. 
 
9. The priest should wear robes including a stole. 

 
 
10. The priest should ensure that music appropriate to the occasion will be used. 

 
11.  Consumption of alcohol must be reserved until after the ceremony. 
 
12.  A specific time should be stated as to when the ceremony will take place. 
 
 


