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Dear Cursillistas, 

I am afraid I ran out of time to get an article to Wendy for the September 
New Day, so my last article was in the July Newsletter. Since then we 
have published two Vision and Strategy Newsletters (in August and Oc-
tober) and a Resources Guide, all of which are under the Vision and 
Strategy button on our Website. Please do have a look if you not seen 
these. The second diocesan strategy we are now working on is 
‘Learning more about Jesus Christ in order to become more like Christ’. 
In the July newsletter I asked how much do we know about Christ? and 
suggested that Cursillistas might know quite a bit because this is very 
much part of Cursillo training. Indeed, I asked if you would be willing to 
send me your understanding and suggestions for what being like Christ 
means to you? and we would use your answers anonymously to help 
with developing and using this Strategy over the coming year. However, 
I have not received a single answer to this question since July! It is not 
too late if you would like to respond to this request. 

Two weekends ago I was at St. John’s Albany for their 174th Anniver-
sary, the day after they had their first Fete in 8 years. They were all stiff 
and sore with the exertion but it had been a very successful occasion. 
Talking with the person who had worked so hard with everyone to bring 
it all together he said that he owed his desire to serve in this way to the 
life-changing experience he had at Cursillo a number of years ago. He 
and I pointed out many others in the diocese whose care and service 
speak volumes about Jesus Christ. Moreover, some of these dear peo-
ple have delivered sometimes decades of dedicated Christian love and 
service as a direct result of Cursillo. 

One of our clergy recently sent me the latest McCrindle Survey results. 
The McCrindle Survey asks Australians, both those who attend church-
es, and those who do not, about a number of issues. They try to make 
sure that their samples are as representative as possible. This year the 
survey asked about what most attracts people to religion who have per-
haps never thought about it much before. The highest response of 64% 
was “seeing first hand people living out a genuine faith”. That means be-
ing like Christ is really important in demonstrating and commending 
Christianity to others. 

Blessings,   +Ian 
Rt Revd Dr Ian Coutts 

A message from Bishop Ian 
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‘Exploring 

cultural 

relevance and 

generational 

adaption 

without losing 

the gift of 

Cursillo”.                                                                                                                      

From our Lay Director Anne Ritson 
Hello Everyone, 

Exciting time for Perth 

– the National Secre-

tariat for the Cursillo 

Movement met from 

28th to 30th October in 

Perth. 

This coincided with the 

30th anniversary of 

Cursillo in Perth Dio-

cese and was celebrat-

ed with a dinner at 

Saint Barnabas 

Church in Kalamunda 

on the Saturday night. 

An afternoon bus trip 

in the Swan Valley – 

chocolates and wine! –  

provided relief from the 

long meeting agenda. 

It was so good to meet 

officials and delegates 

face to face – names 

on paper just can’t 

compare with the real 

thing. 

Most of the active Dio-

ceses were represent-

ed and it was hearten-

ing to read the reports 

of 5 Diocesan 3 Day 

Cursillo weekends be-

ing conducted in 2022 

(Bit of a contrast to 

2021 when Bunbury 

was the only one.) 

However, the reports 

did indicate difficulties 

in most areas in the 

ability to fill Secre-

tariat positions and 

people willing to go 

on team. Distance 

travelling is also go-

ing to be an in-

creased problem as 

fuel prices continue 

to rise. COVID has 

certainly been the 

major factor in de-

creased interest, 

along with ageing 

leadership. 

The above is sound-

ing somewhat nega-

tive but there was a 

lot od discussion re-

garding the ‘culture’ 

and ‘authenticity’ of 

Cursillo and given 

the variations al-

ready experimented 

with in some Dio-

ceses, it would 

seem that there is 

scope and ac-

ceptance for 

change. Bunbury 

has already made 

some changes e.g. 

the Fire Days, and 

joint Men and Wom-

en 3 day weekends. 

I am confident that 

more new ideas will 

be implemented to 

further encourage 

participation. 

The theme for the 

conference was 

“Exploring cultural 

relevance and gen-

erational adaption 

without losing the 

gift of Cursillo”.                                                                                                              

At the beginning of 

each session there 

was a Reflection 

based on the read-

ing for the preceding 

church service. Very 

interesting and chal-

lenging. Well done 

to all who gave 

these presentations. 

Topics included:  

“Cursillistas given 

stewardship over 

many lives in an an-

tagonistic world” and 

“Which of the serv-

ants are we?” based 

on Matthew, “ 

“Pressures on kids 

to ‘find themselves’ 

but no connection to 

God” and “How can 

we make a differ-

ence in other’s 

lives?” This last was 

presented by Canon 

Ian and was very 

well received. Lots 

of material to think 

upon. 

As of all meetings, 

general business 

and elections were 

conducted but I tried 

C U R S I L L O  N E W  D A Y  
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Contd from page 2: 

sensible (health wise) 

and left on the Satur-

day afternoon, so I still 

don’t know the election 

results 

The 2023 National 

Conference venue has 

not been decided but I 

can confidently say it 

will not be in Perth due 

to costs! It was a really 

enjoyable and produc-

tive meeting.  Sincere 

thanks to all the Perth 

organisers for making 

the weekend such a 

success. 

Love and blessings to 

you all. 

Anne 

 

 

 

At our recent National 

Secretariat meeting in 

Perth there was, as of-

ten is the case, much 

talk about the 

“Authentic Cursillo”. 

This is so often dis-

cussed in the context of 

how we should make 

changes and how we 

can do things different 

and better. The discus-

sion quickly turns to 

“well what is the Au-

thentic Cursillo”. To un-

derstand this, it is worth 

thinking about how 

Cursillo got started. In 

the beginning some 

Roman Catholic priests 

suggested to some 

young men suffering at 

the end of the second 

world war, which in 

Spain, where they 

were, also included a 

civil war and the first 

world war, that they 

come for a walk. And 

on the walk, which last-

ed for many days, they 

spent time talking 

about their experiences 

of God. This is the au-

thentic Cursillo, a group 

of people going for a 

walk and sharing with 

each other how they 

have experienced God 

in their life.  

So, when we are think-
ing of how we can do 
things better the basic 
Cursillo method is just 
that to pilgrimage to-
gether and share out 
experiences of God 
with each other. Who 
have you walked with 
lately? Who can you 
walk with today and 
share with?  

Our experience of God 
in our life is the most 
valuable thing we have 
to share with others. 
So, get out there and 
share a walk and an 
experience.  

Ultreya 
Canon Ian Mabey 

This is the 

authentic 

Cursillo, a 

group of 

people 

going for a 

walk and 

sharing 

with each 

other how 

they have 

experienced 

God in their 

life.  

Our Spiritual Advisor Writes 

Lord, teach us to speak openly and honestly with each other in 
words that uplift and build each other up.  Give us, we pray, a vo-
cabulary that is kind and courteous, showing forbearance and be-
nevolence to each other.   Rev ’d Jane Lamont 
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Deepening 
and growing 

our 
prayerfulness 

as 
individuals, 
groups and 
churches 

Editor’s Notes 
Welcome  

What a delight it was to join 

the National Secretariat and 

Perth Cursillistas for dinner to 

celebrate the 30th anniver-

sary of Cursillo in the Diocese 

of Perth.  You will find photos 

of both the National Secretar-

iat meeting and the dinner on 

page 6. 

In his spiritual reflection fol-

lowing the first witness talk at 

the dinner, Rev John posed 

the question ‘What if?  What 

if Cursillo had never come to 

Australia?  What if the Dio-

cese of Brisbane had not 

gifted Cursillo to the Diocese 

of Perth?  What if Cursillo 

had not been shared with 

Bunbury?  What if we did not 

each accept the invitation to 

attend a three day week-

end? 

Reconnecting with Cursillo 

friends from around Australia 

was made possible by an-

swering an invitation. 
  

Blessings,  Wendy 

 

 

C U R S I L L O  N E W  D A Y  

 

Our National Prayer 
 

Gracious God, 

 we thank you for all the colours of your love. 

We hold before you our Cursillo community and ask for 
your continuing love and guidance. 

As you keep your promises to us, may we be true to the 
promises we have made to you. 

Through piety may we feel your presence and identify the 
vision you have for each one of us. 

Through study may we gain new insights and explore the 
vision we seek. 

Through apostolic action may we share your love with oth-
ers as we live the vision before us. 

This we pray in the name of your Son and through the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit within us.  

Amen 



A message from Rev Jane Lamont, 

National Spiritual Advisor 
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Prayer for November 2022 

Having just returned from the first face to face Cursillo National Secretariat Con-
ference  PCLD (Post Covid Lock Down) in Perth WA I was moved and delighted 

with the sense of community and warm fellowship we experienced. I was remind-
ed that the Lord created us to be in communion with each other.  

Science has proven that we are happier, healthier and more productive when we 
have social connections and meaningful relationships in our lives, hence my 

prayer for this month. 
 

Father of all,  
We thank you for the people in our lives that love us and en-

courage us. We thank you for the support and sustaining 
nourishment of those relationships. We thank you for the 

close intimate bonds and for the empathy, harmony and af-
finity we have with them 

We thank you for friendships we forge in our play activities, 
our work and our communities. 

 
We pray Lord for those who are not so fortunate, those who 

have no family  
or are estranged from them.  

We pray for those who are lonely and have no support 
around them. 

We pray Father God for those who struggle to make or hold 
friendships and relationships, may you lead them to trust 
and hold out their hands to accept kindness and goodwill 
when it is offered and for them to experience the tender-

ness and devotion you instil in your people. 
 

You Lord are the cornerstone of all relationships. We pray 
that you will use us to draw people into your love so they 

too come to know you, the Father of all. 
 

Amen 
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C U R S I L L O  N E W  D A Y  

National Cursillo Secretariat Meeting   

&  

Diocese of Perth 30th Anniversary Dinner  

October 2022 
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Monthly Prayer Diary 

Day 1 National Lay Director - Lew Hitchick  

Day 2 National Secretary - Leanne Doyle  

Day 3 National Treasurer - Marea Niland  

Day 4 National Episcopal Advisor - Bishop Ian Palmer  

Day 5 National Spiritual Advisor - Reverend Jane Lamont  

Day 6 National Webmaster - Allan Grey  

Day 7 World Cursillo Community  

Day 8 Diocesan Episcopal Overseer—Bishop Ian Coutts 

Day 9 Diocesan Lay Director - Anne Ritson  

Day 10 Diocesan Co-Lay Director - that an appointment may be made  

Day 11 Diocesan Spiritual Advisor - Rev Canon Ian Mabey 

Day 12 Diocesan co- Spiritual Advisor—that an appointment may be made 

Day 13 Diocesan Secretary - Rachel Sambell  

Day 14 Diocesan Treasurer - Dianne Cable  

Day 15 Registrar - that this role may be filled  

Day 16 Pre–Cursillo Coordinator - Irene Weber 

Day 17 Post Cursillo Coordinator - that this role may be filled  

Day 18 Diocesan Resource Coordinator - Mike Burgess  

Day 19 Committee Members - that people will be called to serve  

Day 20 New Day Editor - Wendy Mabey  

Day 21 Parish Contact persons 

Day 22 Fourth Day Community and Group Reunions 

Day 23 2022 Fire Days 

Day 24 2023 Three Day Weekend 

Day 25 Prospective Weekend Lay Director/s  

Day 26 Prospective Team Members 

Day 27 Prospective Sponsors and Potential Candidates 

Day 28 Cursillo in the Diocese of Perth, their Secretariat and Fourth Day Community 

Day 29 National Secretariat Meeting Perth, October 2022 

Day 30 Your own personal Cursillo journey 

Day 31 Kairos, Torch and Kairos Outside/Inside/Juvenile  

Adapted from the Angli-

can Cursillo Movement, 

Diocese of Newcastle 



Do you have a Facebook presence?  Are you a friend of the Cursillo Bun-
bury page?  You can find it here:  https://www.facebook.com/

There is a Cursillo page on our Diocesan webpage: 

https://www.bunburyanglican.org/cursillo.html  

Secretariat Notes 

Replacements  

We are happy to provide replace-
ment name disks, crosses and 
group reunion cards to Cursillistas 
who need them. To assist in cover-
ing the costs of these special items 
the following donations are asked 
for: 

 Name disk  $5 

 Cross  $2 

 Card  $2 

If you would like any replacements, 
please send a message to  

newdayeditor@gmail.com  

C U R S I L L O  N E W  D A Y  

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 
few’  Luke 10.2a 

Would you like to help further the development of 
the Cursillo movement in our Diocese?  Why not 
consider becoming a member of the Diocesan 
Secretariat?  

We would love to have someone undertake the 
role of updating our record of Cursillistas in the Di-
ocese.  An up to date list of Cursillistas and their 
contact details is a great asset to Secretariat and 
to Weekend Lay Directors.  All details are treated 
confidentially and during the updating of our rec-
ords Cursillistas will be able to determine what 
contact information they are willing to have 
shared. 

Cursillo Rainbow Bag 

Donations toward the furthering of Cursillo in our 
diocese are always welcome.  

Bank:  Anglican Community Fund 

Acc.: Anglican Cursillo Movement Diocese of 
Bunbury 

BSB: 706 001 

Acc. 30004155 
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