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*	*		*

	The other night I caught a bit of a TV series on the Kings and Queens of England. The episode was on William the Conqueror and his successors. What a gory lot they all were! Apparently Edward the Confessor had promised the crown to William but on his death bed in 1066 he changed his mind and made Harold the successor. Back in French Normandy, William was so incensed that he invaded England and defeated King Harold at Hastings. The English weren’t too happy that they now had a Frenchman ruling over them and many years of bloody uprising were to unfold. With sword, violence and burdensome laws William put down the uprisings and maintained an unhappy truce. Even so, trouble continued to brew under the surface. William’s successors fought amongst themselves. His son, William Rufus was even more ruthless than his Father. When fatally wounded by a hunting arrow, Henry 1 claimed the crown – but a little too quickly! (Was it an accident or an assassination?) Nevertheless, Henry 1, amongst other things, had a large fight with the church over the appointment of bishops. So things got a little tricky. With the death of his heir in a boating accident confusion reigned over who his successor would be. Upon Henry’s death two relatives from France, Henry and Matilda both claimed the throne. These two cousins, one a  Frenchman and the other a Frenchwoman fought over the throne for many years and plunged England into civil war… 
	And so it goes on! …
	Now Jesus says to his disciples: Matthew 10:7-8 
As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 

	What sort of a Kingdom is this?
	The people of Jesus’ day would have been used to kingdoms like that of Medieval England. Rome ruled by violence. Herod was a puppet king who had come to power by favoring the Romans. Whilst a great builder and maker of political alliances he had a cruel streak which led him to murdering his wife Mariamne, her two sons, her brother, her grandfather, and her mother. Herod was not everyone’s cup of tea!
	So when Jesus talks about a “Kingdom of Good News” it is a jangling idea in the minds of those who first heard it. Could such a kingdom exist? Is there such a thing as a king who “8Cures the sick, raises the dead, cleanses lepers and casts out demons.”? 
It would seem unlikely – both in Herod’s time and in William the conqueror’s time. Kings and Good news? - not a likely combination!
	But we have that combination in the metaphors of our faith. We’ve put some unlikely bed fellows together. Somehow “king”, “good news” and “God” are meshed together in a way that is meant to be life enhancing. Perhaps Jesus says it for us when he says before Pilate:
John 18:36a 
"My kingdom is not from this world…. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 
And so this is what we proclaim. We proclaim a Kingdom not like any known on earth. A kingdom where good news is the rule. A kingdom where the ruler wears a crown of thorns and a death robe. A kingdom where even death does not have the final say. Of course, we still have a sense of this Kingdom being provisional – it is present but not quite present. Good news might be told but it is still absent in many places. Dis-ease exists, people continue in deathly ways, outcasts are still outcasts and evil still has an influence. But we do not lose heart and our faith prods us forward. Kingdom builders is what we are – and kingdom builders we will remain.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.







